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What is ‘good’ attendance?
Anything less than 100% attendance 
means that your child is missing out 
on their education. For example, 90% 
attendance is the same as missing 
half a day each week, or one whole month a year off school. The government wants each school to aim for 97% or above! OFSTED look at attendance due to its impact on learning. 
Punctuality  
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Children who arrive late to school miss the start of lessons and this can affect their learning. Class 1 always do phonics at this time and class 2 or 3 do Maths/English. A late mark will be given after 9.00.
The school gate and doors open at 8.35 am. Teachers hear readers at this time and the children have fun learning tasks to do too. The school gate closes at 8.50 am. Registration
takes place at 8.50 am and lessons start after this. 
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Holidays in term time
Governors have agreed that no absences for holiday requests in term time, day visits or similar will be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances. However, you must still let school know if your child is going on holiday with the start and return dates. This will ensure the office doesn’t phone to check why your child is absent from school whilst you are away.
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	If your child is absent
Everyone gets poorly at some time! If you know your child is going to be absent from school, you should:

· Ring school or email office@hemington.leics.sch.uk at the earliest opportunity to let Mrs White know why your child is absent. 
· If your child has a medical appointment please bring the paperwork in advance. This will be noted on our SIMs system. 
· School will contact parents on the morning of the absence if the above has not been carried out.
· If no message or letter/email is sent your child’s absence will be unauthorised on the computer system which Education Welfare can look at. 
Next steps
1. STAGE 1 - If the attendance of a pupil falls below 95%, or a pattern of time off can be seen, parents will be called asking if support is needed. We will do what we can to help! 
2. STAGE 2 - If after four weeks there is no improvement a stage 2 attendance meeting will be held to discuss how we can support you in improving your child’s attendance. If their attendance is below 90% our Education Welfare Officer may become involved. It may be suggested that you provide medical evidence for absence. Unauthorised absence will be looked at,at this point.
3. STAGE 3 - If improvement is not seen after the four weeks in part 2 Education Welfare do have legal powers to enforce school attendance orders, prosecution for irregular attendance or penalty notices.


	Early Bird at Hemington- Punctuality Prize
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Rewards
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Each Thursday class attendance will be monitored and the highest class will win a pizza slice to go on our attendance display in the entrance hall. The class with the most pizza slices each half term will win a celebratory pizza party.
We also celebrate good attendance termly. We reward outstanding attendance (100%) with individual pupil certificates and prizes. A larger prize is given to those who have 100% attendance over the year.
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We hope that this leaflet has been useful in explaining the Attendance Policy for our school. A complete version of the School Attendance Policy is available from the office.

If you have any queries about the contents of this leaflet or if you are concerned about your child’s attendance please contact Mrs Macinnes, Mrs Reay or Mrs Clarke (our attendance officer). We want to see all the pupils of our school achieve their full potential! Good attendance is essential for this.

	
	
	

At Hemington, we expect our children to attend school every day, as long as they are fit and healthy enough to do so. Research has shown us that pupils who attend school regularly are more likely to do well in the future. We want to ensure this! Importantly, regular attendance helps children to develop their confidence and to make and keep lasting friendships.
At Hemington Primary, we expect children to attend school every day, as long as they are fit and healthy enough to do so. Research shows that pupils who attend school regularly are more likely to do well in the future. Regular attendance also helps children to develop their confidence and to make and keep lasting friendships.
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‘Did you know that being just 15 minutes late each morning means your child would miss the same as 10 days off school each year?’








Please take your holidays out of term time! 


2 weeks on holiday brings your child’s attendance to 95%. Lots of learning is being missed!








Each day those who arrive in school before 8.45 will put their name on an early bird token. This token will be put in the daily raffle/behaviour ladder pot. The more tokens you put in the jar the more chances to win at the end of the day!


Occasional weeks we will have a ‘super week’. Early birds will be pulled out in assembly and the children will get a visit to the shop. 
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Thank you for your support in this very important area.
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Phone/Fax:  01332 810447


Email: office@hemington.leics.sch.uk


Website: www.amingtonheath.staffs.sch.uk 
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